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COVID-19 Update 

May 19, 2020 Board of Education Work Session
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Graduation 2020

Drew Cook, Assistant Superintendent, Academics
Brian Pittman, Senior Director, High School Programs
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Graduation 2020 

● Release of May 20-22 & June 10-13 venue reservations

School Graduation Celebrations
○ On-campus events that are true celebrations 

○ Parents will have the opportunity celebrate, 
take photographs, etc. 

○ Distribution of diplomas from the principal

○ Continuation of school traditions to the 
degree feasible



www.wcpss.net                                                                                                                                4       

Graduation 2020 

● Virtual Celebrations

○ Mirror to the degree possible our original
graduation schedule

○ Student & principal speeches, calling of
graduate names and turning of tassels

○ Opportunities to personalize the event to the 
individual / school

● We have not ruled out future celebrations for the 
Class of 2020 if and when current social distance 
restrictions are eased or lifted by state and local 
health officials.

Virtual Graduation Components

● Pomp & Circumstance
● Welcome from the School
● Pledge / National Anthem
● Welcome from Superintendent
● Student & Principal Remarks
● Calling of Student Names
● Turning of Tassel

Sample Student Slide

Holly Springs High School

John Smith

Cum Laude Graduate
NC Scholar
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Graduation 2020 - Questions
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Food Distribution 
Updates

Paul Koh, Assistant Superintendent, Student Support Services
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• As a collective effort:
• Prepared over 1.1 million meals.
• Distributed over 10,000 emergency   

food boxes.
• Since 4/30/20 provided 1,500 

emergency meal bags.

• Thank you to our partners and volunteers!

Food Distribution Updates 
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• Will continue distribution efforts until 
schools reopen - necessary waivers 
extended through 8/31/20

• Assessing volunteer availability during 
summer

• Continuing to assess school site and Big 
Bus Food Truck distribution for potential 
expansion

• Seeking out additional sponsored summer 
sites with Wake County Cooperative 
Extension for summer

Food Distribution Updates 
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Food Distribution - Questions
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Social Media:
Connecting & Celebrating

Tim Simmons, Chief Communications Officer
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Social Media: Connecting & Celebrating

Using social media to foster and strengthen relationships
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#thankaWCPSSTeacher #WPCSSOnWithTheShow #WCPSSHero #WCPSSCelebratesSeniors

Social Media: Connecting & Celebrating
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Social Media - Questions
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2020 - 2021 
Calendar Updates

Wade Martin, Assistant Superintendent of School Choice, Planning & Assignment
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2019 - 2020 School Calendars
• Calendar committee assembled to develop revised school 

calendars to support an immediate need due to school closures 
until May 15

• Calendar committee reconvened to address session law updates 
that impact the 2020 - 2021 calendars

• Draft calendars meet the 1025 hour requirement, all new session 
law additions and do not exceed the 215 staff contractual days

2020-2021 Calendar Updates
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2020 - 2021 School Calendars - Session Law

Key new requirements that have to be included:
• Must meet the language that defines year round schools
• Must add 5 remote learning (RL) days to all calendars
• Must meet a minimum of 1025 hours that includes the 5 RL days
• Must add 5 individually separate and distinct full session law (SL) days
• Must be 42 days between the end of 2019-20 and start of 2020-21 for 

traditional schools

2020-2021 Calendar Updates
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Draft 2020- 2021 Traditional Calendar
• Start of school moved to August 17th per SL
• 5 additional days added shown as SL on the calendar 
• 5 remote learning days added shown as RL on the calendar 
• Teacher workdays were reduced from 17 to 12 in order to add the SL 

days
• The earliest teacher work day must be August 13
• 2 Calendar Out days added shown as C on the calendar

2020-2021 Calendar Updates
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Draft 2020- 2021 Modified Calendar
• Start of school moved to August 3rd
• 5 additional days added shown as SL on the calendar
• 5 remote learning days added shown as RL on the calendar
• Teacher workdays were reduced from 17 to 12 in order to add SL 

days
• Last school day shifts from May to June

2020-2021 Calendar Updates
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Draft 2020- 2021 Multi-track Year Round Calendar
SL 2.1 6b. A plan dividing students into four groups and requiring each group to be 
in school for assigned and staggered quarters each school calendar year. 

● Start of school moved to August 3rd 
● 5 additional days added to the calendar shown as SL on the calendar
● 5 remote learning days added shown as RL on the calendar 
● The RL days will occur on teacher workdays during student track out
● 15 minutes will be added to the instructional day in order to meet the 

1025 hour minimum for instruction

2020-2021 Calendar Updates
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2020- 2021 YR Single Track 4 & Early College Calendars
• No change at this time

• Further review of Single Track 4 schools is needed based on 
potential legislative action, or DPI processes

• Working to align Early College calendars with University/College 
partners

2020-2021 Calendar Updates
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School Choice, Planning & Assignment - Questions



www.wcpss.net                                                                                                                                22       


