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Academic Update:  Middle School Arts

Eric Fitts, Senior Director, Middle School Programs
Freddie-Lee Heath, Director, K-12 Arts 
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WCPSS Arts Overview
● Present state  
● Future events

Middle and High School Recruitment 
● Elementary school to middle school
● Middle school to high school

Community Engagement Strategies

Desired Outcomes
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Present State
● We are in a rebuilding mode due to COVID.   

Arts Staff
● 278-Elementary School
● 169-Middle School
● 185-High School
● 643-Total

WCPSS Arts Overview
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All District Band - Middle School 

Arts Events
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All District Band - High School
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All County Chorus - Middle School
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Upcoming Events
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It’s Musical Season!
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Arts Integration - Shelley Lake Exhibit
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Music Technology VH-1 Partnership
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Pullen Arts Center
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What’s Being Done?

• Department Chair Meetings

• Middle School Course Enrollment

• K- 12 Pathways

The Work of Recruitment



www.wcpss.net                                                                                                                13

To Get Started:

• Jan 26 - Middle and High School Department Chairs 
met to discuss recruiting strategies.

• Middle School Departments developed plans to meet 
with elementary schools. (F2F/ Virtual)

Recruitment:  What Did We Do?
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Breakout Session:  High School Google Meet Codes
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Broughton High School at Moore Square Middle School

Middle School Recruiting
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Wakefield High School to Wakefield Elementary

Middle School Recruiting
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East Wake High School TikTok Recruitment Video:

Middle School Recruiting

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kbW30jdaAJn_FrtEHBSCBO2ZhNz8fFN9/view?usp=sharing
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This needs to be front and center on everyone’s mind for the 
next few weeks.

● The school year 2021 - 2022   Everyone was held harmless.
● The school year 2022 -2023  Remember, student choice and voice drives 

scheduling.

What are we doing?
● Develop a recruiting plan for your department

● Work to enhance the relationship with your feeder schools

Recruitment:  The Work Ahead
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School:
• Look at schedules to insure equitable access to arts courses

• What are the barriers and how can we remove them?

Staff:
Look at teaching practices to insure that students are experiencing 
artistically rigorous instruction combined with culturally relevant 
instruction.

Next Steps
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Dialogue
and 

Questions


