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Area Crowding Considerations

Ongoing residential growth outpaces school capacities in some 
areas of Wake County and challenges teaching and learning.

• School crowding impacts  

• Crowding management tools

• School crowding thresholds
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School Crowding Impacts
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Crowding Impacts

● Inequitable learning environment experiences

● Excedence of legislative class size limits/District average

● Core space impacts

● Transportation inefficiencies

● Building overutilization and operational inefficiencies

● Limits family choice opportunities
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Crowding Management Tools
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 Crowding Management Tools 

● Add capacity with new schools, renovations or trailers
 

● Provide and encourage consideration of magnet school choices

● Adjust student assignment areas

● Apply enrollment caps

● Change a school’s traditional calendar to year round
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New schools and renovations capacities

Class size legislation 
greatly affected the 
available capacity at 
elementary schools.

 



www.wcpss.net                                                                                                                                8       

Recommendations for capping and uncapping schools

Since 2018-19, we 
have averaged 15 to 18 
capped Elementary 
Schools, 1 to 2 capped 
Middle Schools, and 2 
to 3 capped High 
Schools.

 



www.wcpss.net                                                                                                                                9       

CAPPED ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AREAS 2022-23
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CAPPED MIDDLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AREAS 2022-23
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CAPPED HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AREAS 2022-23
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Recommendations for school calendar change



www.wcpss.net                                                                                                                                13       

School Crowding Thresholds
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School Crowding Threshold Considerations 

• What is the school utilization level? 

• Is school crowding stable?

• Does school crowding by grade exceed legislative limits?

• What is the base assignment area for the school?

• What are the residential growth projections proximate to this  
school?

• Are there new schools, renovations or trailers planned that will 
benefit the capped schools?
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Capacity Considerations Thresholds - Staff

• Watch/Yellow:  
Approaching 95% Crowding
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Capacity Considerations Thresholds - Staff and BOE

• Warning/Orange:  
95% - 110% Crowding
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Capacity Considerations Threshold - Staff and BOE

• Action/Red:  
110%+  Crowding
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● Multi-Year Enrollment Plan Review and Action

● Facility Utilization Report Review

● Enrollment Capping Recommendations Review and Action

● Calendar Change Recommendations Review and Action

Crowding Considerations Requiring Board Review &/or Action
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Conclusion
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Future Agenda Topics - 2022-23 Crowding Considerations

● Fall 2022:       Finalizing Multi-Year Enrollment Plan           

● Fall 2022:       Facilities Utilization Report 2022-2023          

● Spring 2023:  Capping/Cap Removal/Calendar Change recommendations  
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Discussion & Questions


