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Growth Forecasts: A Collaborative Effort

Carolina Demography
UNC-Chapel Hill

Data is collected from WCPSS, Wake County
planning, and municipal planning agencies. The
groups work collaboratively to develop enrollment
forecasts.

Wake County Public
School System

Primarily responsible for analysis
of economic and demographic
data

Primarily responsible for providing
enrollment counts and data related to
enrollment trends
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How Growth is Forecasted

@ STEP THREE

STEP ONE Create

Report School STEP TWO Forecasts

Data Incorporate The forecast team

Recei lIment devel . .

et o WOPSS ot Planning Data orojections. Data Is adjusted

the end of the second Combine school ann ua”y to reflect

month of the school data, historic :

year. enrollment data with changes in enrollments,

Planning ¢ata birth rates, school-age

residents and parental
choice.
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Updated Enrollment Information

200000
Current enrollment
IS close to last
year’s projection 150000 157,673 158,883

161,907
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50000

2020-21 Month 2 2020-21 Month2 Jan.7,2021 2019-20 Month 2
ADM ADM (Normalized Enroliment ADM
Attendance)
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Impacts to Enrollment Forecast

« COVID-19

e Attendance Violations Normalize

«2021-22 Spike in Kindergarten
and 1st Grade Enroliments

*Live Births Decrease
» School Choice Options

 Economic Indicators
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Percentage Month 2 ADM Loss - 2020-21

8%

Nearly all
school
districts In
North
Carolina
saw a
decline In
Month 2
ADM due to o
COVID-19

6%

4%

2%
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Attendance Violations
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Forecast Scenario

== (Observed == Projected

This scenario 165000
reflects a

spike In

Kindergarten

and 1St 160000
Grade

enrollment

next school

year

155000

150000
2015 2020 2025 2030
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Kindergarten Enroliment

== | ve Births, 5 years earlier K Enroliment
WCPSS
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Market Share of Non-WCPSS Schools

™ Charter Schools [ Home Schools B Private Schools

Non-WCPSS =
Market Share:

22.4% In 0%
2019-20
15%
10%

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20
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Wake County Charter School Enroliment Through 2020-21

Six charters
had plans to
open in Wake
County in Fall
2020 but only

one opened
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Economic Indicators in Wake County

== North Carolina == \Vake County

Unemployment

15.0
- has decreased
from a May
B high
10.0
5.0
0.0
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Long-Term Forecast

® Dec '18 Dec'19 @ Dec '20

Enroliment T

B s expected R e
to rebound /

B in 2021 and
then begin /

to decrease 160,000
\ B
157 :500
155,000
2018 2020 2022 2024 2026
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All School-Aged Children

B WCPSS [ Charter [ Home [ Private

Overwhelming 100%

majority of

Wake County o

students attend

WCPSS

schools 50%
25%
0%

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20
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Closure and Questions

N . SUummary memo
= . Detailed report of new forecast

« Questions
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